
Advisory Board’s annual meeting 

on September 9th 2021, Russia – Virtual meeting

Report from the working group  



5a. Management

Fulfilling targets in 2020‒2021:
• Finalising and launching staff 

exchange program 

• Coordination: Trilateral working 

group meeting was held in 

Teams on March 3rd 2021



5b. Monitoring activities 2021
● Waterfowl:

○ Spring registrations dates: 26.5 (1419 ind., 38 species) and 2.6 (694 ind., 29 species) 

○ Autumn registrations dates: 13.8 (Rus = 100 ind. + 8 sp.) and 1.9 (601 ind., 16 sp.). 

○ Summer duckling counting: 13.7 (Rus = 161ind.+ 13sp.), Norwegian side 1.8

● Golden eagle:

○ FI: Seven territories in Vätsäri and at Lake Inari but no breeding – two new territories in Vätsäri! In the 

municipalities of Inari and Utsjoki altogether 70 territories and 13 successful breedings.

○ NO: SNO Kirkenes is checking known territories annually, info in database October every year

○ RU: PZ checking Russian side of Pasvik river valley between Kaitakoski & Borisogebskaya HEPs, 

1 ind. of species is registered on Kalkupaa Mnt. (Galgoaivi).



5b. Monitoring activities: Lake Inari Bird Survey

Activity 2.1.3 in Action plan

○ Monitoring forest birds on islands and in mainland

○ Results from Lake Inari Natura 2000 site in 2020 and 

from Vätsäri in 2021

■ Species list and estimated number of pairs

■ Share of endangered species 

■ Making of summary/article and/or further 

analysis of the change since 2007 is in 

discussion

○ Pity, that due to Covid-19 restrictions, international 

cooperation was not possible                                 



ENDANGERED 
SPECIES IN 

FINNISH RED 
DATA BOOK 

2019

Lake Inarijärvi Vätsäri

Number of all species 72 65

EN Endangered 4 3

VU Vulnerable 7 3

NT Near threatened 13 15

% of all species 33 32
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5b. Monitoring activities: Bird ringing

Bird ringing 

○ Norway: 21.8.‒5.9. at Nyrud in Pasvik NR and a new locality at Skrøytnes (mid-

Pasvik). Open day is cancelled due to pandemic. NOF (norsk ornitologisk forening) is 

managing and coordinating. NIBIO Svanhovd offers bird and ringing activities to the local 

schools.

○ Finland: Volunteering ornithologists are ringing birds at Mellanaapa, Ivalo 15.8.‒15.9.2021

○ Russia: 28.07-11.08. at Varlam Island ringing station, more 200 ind. & 12 species (report in 

prep.)



Bird ringing database
The database will be updated til the end of 2021. 



Bird ringing database
Recaptures data added (RU) as new info source, will be analyzed after 2021.

FI and NO will add their recapturing data too.



Visitation numbers in 

protected areas and 

visitor centres are 

annually compiled 

into joint database.

New aspect: 

participants in online-

events! Pasvik 

Zapovednik reached 

520 persons through 

this channel in 2020

5b. Monitoring activities: Visitors
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5c. Enlightenment activities 2021

• Trilateral bird watching trips in June: NO: 4.6 bird watching trip 

for locals was implemented with all necessary pandemic precoursions, 24 

participants observed 192 birds of totally 50 species (picture); RU: 6-7.6 bird 

watching days in Pasvik Zapovednik, social media event together with Finnish 

partners; FI: No event, people were encouraged to make bird trips on their own, 

tips provided in social media together with Pasvik Zapovednik

• 3th Bird festival on Varlam Island only for locals on 4th September

• Øvre Pasvik NP Family day Svanhovd 29.8, -a great sucess with 220 

participants who enjoyed nature dissemination adapted for children, quiz and 

a dance show focusing on the forest. The Visitor Centre at Svanhovd reports that 

the "old" Trilateral documentary film (25 min) is very popular amongst the 

increasing number of domestic visitors.

● Ru: - In anticipation of the European Park's Day in Pasvik Zapovednik's social media was 

a news post.

● In April on-line eco-week was held in Pasvik Zapovednik. Some of the lectures were devoted 

to brown bear monitoring, birdwatching, wetlands, international cooperation in Pasvik-Inari 

Trilateral Park.



5d. Dissemination of information 2021

• Presentations NO: at Pasvik seminar online 6.4: trilateral cooperation. Multiuse-plan Pasvik river, 4-5.7 Meeting 

with the Minister of Environmental affairs RU: presentations during eco-week, Rus-Nor-Fin Days of Cooperation, 

meetings with locals and volunteers FI: Day of Parks in May: online-event about trilateral cooperation and brown bear 

for schools in Lapland

• Articles RU: no articles in 2021

• Webpages: no updates on https://prosjekt.fylkesmannen.no/Pasvik-Inari/Framside/Pasvik-Inari-Trilateral-Park-

internal-web-site/ , new https://pasvik.no/ from the Visitor Center at Svanhovd

• Video reports: RU: A video report about trilateral cooperation within TPPI by TV-21 (Murmansk) One Park –

Three Countries Заповедник: Три страны - один парк - YouTube

• Social media: RU: Facebook, VK.com of Pasvik State Nature Reserve (social media) + official web site – 33 

publications, 9 - publications in different Russian internet official media - newspapers (Murmansk News, NIA-

Murmansk, Bi-Port, Moskovski Komsomotets Murmansk, ТV-21) = TOTALLY 42 pop-publications; NO: Øvre Pasvik 

NP facebook is in active use and updating on local activities ; FI: Day of Parks and Birding tips for World's Environment 

day in Facebook and Instagram

• Travelling photo exhibition: NO: GBF Exhibition; Ramsalten våtmarkssenter Nordland and Fjordmuseet 

Balsfjorden Troms RU: January-December 2021 in Libraries of the Pechenga district; FI: Sámi Educational Institute, 

village of Inari, spring 2020‒autumn 2021

https://prosjekt.fylkesmannen.no/Pasvik-Inari/Framside/Pasvik-Inari-Trilateral-Park-internal-web-site/
https://pasvik.no/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8EZmLJyqeU&t=427s


New photos/screen

captures from

facebook/elsewhere

on dissemination

activities



New photos/screen

captures from

facebook/elsewhere

on dissemination

activities



5d. Dissemination of information
Scientific papers references:

RU: (in 2020 – 22 papers, and 5 papers prepared in 2021 at the moment):

●Kravchenko A.V. 2020/ Vascular plants of the Pasvik Strict Nature Reserve and adjacent parts 

of the Murmansk region. Petrozavodsk: Karelian Research Centre RAS. 281 p. (in Russian + Eng

summaries).

●Otso Ovaskainen et al. 2020. Chronicles of nature calendar, a long-term and large-scale 

multitaxon database on phenology // Nature Scientific Data. (2020) 7:47. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-0376-z.nature.

NO:

●Dendrochronological dating of cultural traces/Sami bark takings in pine in Øvre Pasvik (CMT). 

Rap.03/2021 Andreas Kirchhefer (in Norwegian)

RU+NO:

●Cornelya F. C. Klütsch, Simo N. Maduna, Natalia Polikarpova, Kristin Forfang, Paul Eric 

Aspholm, Tommi Nyman, Hans Geir Eiken, Per‐Arne Amundsen, Snorre B. Hagen. Genetic 

changes caused by restocking and hydroelectric dams in demographically bottlenecked brown 

trout in a transnational subarctic riverine system // Ecology and Evolution.  Accepted: 22 March 

2019 С. 6068-6081.

●Cornelya F. C. Klütsch et al. Studying phenological phenomena in subarctic biomes with 

international school pupils as citizen scientists // Ecology and Evolution 2020;00:1–15.

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-0376-z.nature


5e. EUROPARC - cooperation
● Re-evaluation report 2018

○ "Homework" = recommendations for the next 5 years

■ Lake Inari Management plan: cohesion from two existing plans (years 2016, 2021), summary from both in 

2022

■ Update trilateral cooperation agreement from 2008 (to cover all PAs and all nature protection management 

bodies for the areas) – signed 17.8.2020

■ Participation of indigenous peoples in the Advisory Board (Finland): invitation for nomination of representative 

to Sámi Parliament and Skolt Sámi Village Committee in 2022

■ Guiding rules of cooperation (we have from 2008 – updating needed...) – approved 17.8.2020

■ Ramsar status – for part of PZ – planned action moved to 2022?

● TransParcNet 2021 –meeting on June 10th

https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/TransParcNet-meet2021-REPORT.pdf

○ Dissemination of information: 
■ Pay attention: presenting Transboundary Parks –programme on the websites of protected areas (links, logo) 

and of transboundary cooperation 

○ Representatives in two workgroups
■ Suggested members from each transboundary area to Task Force -wg

○ Pasvik-Inari: Riina Tervo; Háldi Transboundary Area: Rune Benonisen; 

Oulanka-Paanajärvi: Sari Alatossava

■ Suggested member to communication wg: Kirsi Ukkonen 

https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/TransParcNet-meet2021-REPORT.pdf


5e. EUROPARC – continues 

● Best Practises to Tool Kit:
○ Case study 

■ about our Action plan and Annual cycle is published at 

Europarc’s website 

https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/transboundary/

■ about waterfowl monitoring in making 

● Online Annual Conference 2021 on October 6th-

7th:

“Parks in the Spotlight – Powered by People, Inspired by 

Nature“

○ Registration is open at 
https://www.europarc.org/europarc-conference/

○ Keynote-speakers, 10 workshops and speakers’ 

corner

https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/transboundary/
https://www.europarc.org/europarc-conference/


5f. Implementation of ENI Kolarctic 

CBC-projects

Projects in implementation:

• Multi-Use Plan for Pasvik and Grense Jakobselv Rivers - "MUP" 

(KO1110, see own slide)

• PAN – Phenomena of Arctic Nature (KO2093, see own slide)

• ReArc – Ecological Restoration of Arctic Rivers (KO 1078, see own 

slide)

• CoASal – NEW Atlantic salmon project (see own slide)

• Aurora – Aurora Borealis monitoring system for tourism business 

needs (KO5029, see own slide)



Status for the Multiuse-plan (KO1110):
•Hearing of the plan document was conducted 

during spring 2021. Inputs from the hearing have 

been assessed and updates in the plan document 

have been made.

•The final version of the plan document has been 

approved by the partners and the project steering 

group at the end of August 2021.

•The plan document consist of a background part 

and a Programme of Measures (PoM) for the years 

2021-2030.

•The document has been translated from English 

to Russian, Norwegian and Finnish. It will be 

produced and printed with the same lay out for all 

versions by the end of September.

•The plan will be distributed to stakeholders by the 

end of September 2021.

•Russian, Norwegian and Finnish authorities will 

annually evaluate and follow up the Programme of 

Measures of the Multi-Use Plan.



(KO2093)

● Trilateral cooperation for enhancing knowledge

about nature and for creating new services for 

sustainable tourism
● Status in August 2021: doing well; though postponed

events, more web events and some delays in tendering

processes because of COVID-19

● Construction of visitor point Gjøken: renovation of old buildings, 

relocation of the future main building

● New exhibitions for visitor points: in planning in Gjøken (NO); soon

in construction in Nikel (NO); ready in Saariselkä and getting ready in 

Salla (FI)

● Making trilateral av-show in process

● Seminar on sustainable tourism in Apatity in October-November 

2021 and seminar for networking visitor centres in Nikel in March 2022

● Implementation extended until August 2022
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https://www.metsa.fi/en/project/phenomena-of-arctic-nature-pan/


Ecological Restoration of Arctic Rivers (ReArc, KO1078)

The goal is to restore the Arctic rivers which were changed by the man in the past. First of all, it refers to the 

rivers where there used to be log floating and gold mining and where HEP power plants were built.

4 countries and 5 partners. RU-partner – EcoCentre NGO. Cooperation with Pasvik Reserve and synergy with 

MUP project (mapping).

Status of ReArc on August 2021:

Mapping of waterplant communities, bird species, ichtyological studies, erosion of the rivers, 

HEP  and logging impacts etc.

SG meeting with researchers partcip., Dec 2020.

Vuorjema river: 2021 – June, August, 2 expeditions was done, and 1 will be in September.

Pasvik river: 2021 - June-September, 3 big expeditions done.

Making the movie episodes about each river – research and ecological status.

Online lectures about arctic rivers, i.e. Pasvik and Vuorjema – April 2021, students Saint-Petersburg 

Hydrometeorol. Univ.

For more info visit us:

https://www.facebook.com/ReArc.project/

https://www.kolarctic.info

https://www.facebook.com/ReArc.project/
https://www.kolarctic.info/


21© Fylkesmannen i Troms og FinnmarkFoto:

Status per August 2021 – progress almost as planned

Laboratory works in progress – genetic analyses etc.

Coastal sampling conducted (second year) – NO and RU

Steering group meeting II 28.4. 

Project group meetings regularly during spring

Web-site – www.fylkesmannen.no/coasal

Temporary exhibition/ photo exhibition in preparation

Interrim reporting I and payments done/ in progress

Extension of project period will be applied, to 30.9.2022

Four countries and 5 partners

Budget: ~1,15 mill. €, 
Project logo, Kolarctic logo, Photo: Eero Niemelä

Conserving our Atlantic Salmon 
as a sustainable resource for people 

in the North; 

Fisheries and conservation in the context of growing threats 
and a changing environment (CoASal, KO4178)

Main objective of the CoASal project

Document and examine the effects of the new sea salmon fishery 
regulations, study the growing threats Atlantic salmon 
populations face today; with climate change, growing cage 
culture industry and emerging diseases. 

http://www.fylkesmannen.no/coasal


Aurora Borealis monitoring system for tourism 

business needs (KO5029 Aurora)

Project objective:

Raise awareness of the arctic nature and explore the unique natural process called Aurora Borealis.

Project output:

Installation of cameras on trails to observe Aurora Borealis and building permanent viewpoints to 

develop international tourism.

Duration: 12 months

Lead Partner: Polar Geophysical Institute

Partners: LLC "OINIO "SOCIUM+", Metsähallitus (Finland), Pasvik Nature Reserve, NIBIO (Norway).

State of the project: sky observation camera was installed in Rajakoski (Russia), next step on-line 

broadcasting link on the official web-page of Pasvik Zapovednik, camera installation in Finland and 

Norway.



6. New targets for 2022 – suggestions from WG

● Management: starting staff exchange programme (1.3.1)

● Monitoring: Implementation of on-going annual activities in*, International seminar on CMTs (2.1.9)

Planning for brown bear monitoring in 2023; *waterfowl registration, bird ringing, collecting visitors' numbers 

● Environmental enlightenment and dissemination: ongoing activities*, day of Parks 24.5. (3.3.2)

*trilateral bird watching trips, circulate travelling photo exhibition, Instagram pilot

● EUROPARC – cooperation

○ Follow-up of the recommendations from the verifier: Ramsar issue, Lake Inari management plan, new AB 

members from Sámi Parliament and Skolt Sámi Village Committee

○ Meetings: TransParcNet and Annual conference

○ Application for certificate’s re-verification in 2023

● Work done in ENI Kolarctic – projects: MUP, PAN, ReArc, CoASal and Aurora

● Applications for new Kolarctic CBC Programme 2021‒2027
○ Brainstorming and planning resulting in applications when programme is approved and calls open



Takk! Спасибо! Kiitos! Takkâ! Spä'sseb! Giitu!

Photos © Eija Ojanlatva, Kirsi Ukkonen, Natalia Polikarpova, Olga Natalskaya, Elena Valova


